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November 15, 2010 
 
The Honorable Gloria Molina 
Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 W. Temple St 
Los Angeles, CA  90012 
 
Dear Supervisor Molina: 
 
I am writing you in my capacity as Vernon’s City Administrator, a post I have held since this 
past July.  I have been with the City for 22 years – all of it with the Fire Department – and I still 
serve as Vernon’s Fire Chief, receiving an annual salary of $210,647.40.  As the Board considers 
your motion proposing a Constitutional Amendment regarding housing policies in the City of 
Vernon – and for every other charter city in California – I wanted to provide some information 
about the City which may be pertinent to your discussion.   
 
Vernon holds a unique and important role as a job creator in the region.  About 50,000 people 
work every day in the City of Vernon.  They are employed by 1800 businesses. The City 
generates $300 million in tax revenues for the State and local governments.  Our success at 
supporting our businesses results in a total regional economic impact of over $5 billion a year to 
the region.  A 2007 Kosmont study ranked Vernon the top City of the thirteen industrial cities it 
evaluated, with Vernon coming in above local cities including Carson, Industry, Los Angeles and 
Commerce.  
 
The City is proud of the fact that it was named one of the best places in the region to do business 
by the Los Angeles Economic Development Corporation (LAEDC).  Most of the 50,000 people 
who work in Vernon live in the surrounding communities and are your constituents.  In fact, 
Vernon is an important source of employment for several of the nearby communities.  The 
LAEDC estimated that more than 13% of the workers who live in Maywood and Huntington 
Park have jobs in Vernon.  And Vernon’s widely-dispersed workforce creates a crucial economic 
driver for the cities in which Vernon employees live.   
 
Our city has received intense scrutiny of late, and some for good reason.  We accept that 
criticism and had been working hard to resolve many of these issues long before they became the 
focus of scrutiny. 
 








